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SolidWorks Users Find an Alternative to EPDM
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Two years ago "organized" isn't a 
word Andy Homyk and Tim Higgins 
would have used to describe the 
CAD data at HemoSonics. The 
young biotech firm used desktop 
folders, USB drives and email to 
manage hundreds of SolidWorks 
files.

Like many engineers, Andy and 
Tim are big fans of SolidWorks for 
its ease of use. Unfortunately,  
they found SolidWorks' PDM 
offering to be less than intuitive.

Company

Industry

HemoSonics

Results

Saving time and money with organized files

Better feedback from vendors and consultants 

Accessing and presenting designs on the road

"Workbench saves us time during the design process and money during the 
prototyping process because there is no confusion about file versions or 
whether they are up to date."

Andy Homyk and Tim Higgins 
Mechanical Engineering

HemoSonics needed better 
CAD file organization and 
revision control for product 
development. As SolidWorks 
users they looked at EPDM, 
but it was too expensive, 
labor intensive and compli- 
cated for their needs.

EPDM was also too costly for an 
organization the size of 
HemoSonics - both in terms of 
budget and labor.

On top of needing traditional PDM 
features like assembly 
organization and revision control, 
Andy and Tim needed a better way 
to collaborate with up to 10 
external vendors and consulting 
companies at any given time.

Emails couldn't handle their files 
larger than 25MB, Dropbox didn't 
understand CAD file relationships 
and sending screenshots was time 
consuming and limited the quality 
of feedback they could receive.

Solution

Challenge

Andy and Tim implemented 
GrabCAD Workbench to manage 
and share CAD files. The 
SolidWorks add-in allows them to 
easily download and upload  files to 

their online Workbench projects, and 
track which files are out of sync. 

With Workbench, everyone involved 
in a HemoSonics project is kept on 
the same page - even colleagues 
and partners who don't have CAD 
software. 

Workbench keeps track of your 
files so you don't have to. Learn 
more at grabcad.com/workbench
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•

Costs have been reduced in 
communication time both internally 
and externally. Last minute part 
changes (which happen frequently) 
no longer require changing the 
revision number with the vendor 
and manually extrapolating that 
change throughout their own 
system.

http://grabcad.com/workbench/register
http://grabcad.com/workbench/register
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